than our shortcomings, and that the most fundamental
achievement of all is precisely that "concentrated energy"
which is capable of performing miracles.
The old fellow has considerably understated his age:
he is not 6ol/2 but much older, even preposterously old.
He is not the only one of his kind, and as a "type"" belongs
to that tribe of old fellows of whom the Neapolitan, Gior-
dano Bruno, wrote in 1/83:
"What is this peace and harmony they offer the unhappy
nations? Is it not their wish, is it not their dream, that
the whole world will, by acquiescing in their malevolent
and haughty ignorance, assuage their evil consciences,
when they themselves refuse to obey righteous doc trine 1"
For this and many similar things written by Giordano
Bruno in his books, Exclusion of the Triumphant Beast
and The Heroic Enthusiasm the old fellows kept him in prison
for seven years and then burned him at the stake. And one
of the old fellows, Cardinal Caspar Schoppe, declared over
Bruno's ashes:
"Thus he has been consumed by fire and has died
a miserable death. Me thinks, he has now departed to those
other worlds which he himself invented, to tell there of
the way Romans deal with the impious/''
As you see, four hundred years ago the old fellows were
just as fiendish and evil as they are today. And just as
Cardinal Schoppe rejoiced over the murder of Giordano
Bruno, so our modern old fellows jubilate over the murder
of Jaures, Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Sacco and Vanzetti
and the many others who were possessed of "heroic
enthusiasm/'
This monstrous longevity of the old fellows is not
only deplorable but revolting. It shows how stagnant and
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